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At Exeter Show | parked up in Bridget, my motorhome, beside Liz my friend on one
side and a coupl e | didndt know on the o

| spent the first evening, Friday, with Liz in her motorhomeand she commented on
my Christmas socks. Shame to waste using them, | said , even though it was the end
of May.

Back in Bridget | ater, | got my cl ot hes
forgotten enough spare socks. | knew Liz would notice if | wore the same ones for 3
days (Yuck! So would I 1) so | weighed up my options: the result being that | immedi-
ately washed the Christmas socks in washiagp liquid. Note to seliiit takes an

immense amount of rinsing to get the soap out. | was worried that if it rained my feet
would start to froth spontaneously, something out of a Roald Dahl story.

The next day | wore my fluorescent yellemith-bright-pink socks (pretty noticeable, to
say the least) and put the Christmas ones out to dry on my garden fence; apologising
to my other neighbour about them hanging out like some sort of optimistic early
Christmas offering. | got them in before the thunderstorm struck, nicely dry and
warmed by the sun.

The following morning | slipped into my clothes and shoved one foot into a sock
Arggh! Something alien in the toe, pleas
gation, | discovered - - - a sweetie! The other sock also had a sweetie in it . Father
Christmas had arrived early, amazing!!

| burst out laughing at the silliness of it all and when everyone was up and about |

was able to thank 06Santad in shorts, the
the weekend. Il told him that, although |
Santa in Shorts to me.

2 Susie (well, who else could it possibly be?)



This was held on Saturday 14th May at Nympsfield.

Friday afternoon setup was not only rain free, but also wind freequite unusual for
Nympsfield at this time of year! Our usual band of volunteers turned out to put up

the ring ropes and parking ropes and stay ring ropes and generally ropes all over the
place. Wi th the | ack of wind, we were at
brilliant because it takes up valuable time on Saturday morning when there are so
many other things to put in place.

Saturday dawned dry and we were up and at it by 6am. All was pretty well in place
as the competitors started to arrive. Husbands called in to take on parking at-
tendant duties; not always the simplest of jobs as many people want to save spaces
for friends, which messes up the system as parking is quite tight for space.

The show started and, with the exception of one problem that needed a bit of tactful
management, ran without hitch. The day remained fine, bit by bit the classes
finished and we were able to take down everything that had been put up the
previous day.

As Pat and | drove out | looked back at a clear space, back to as it was and ready for

the cricket- it could all have been a dream.

This took place near Patchway Common, Bristol.

Our team consisted of:

Bridget and Bear, Val and Rosie and Angie and Lexi in Special Beginners;
Joyce and Kari, Val and Cindy and Jill and Pip in Novice;

Val and Cindy and Susie and Dixie in A;

Susie and Dixie in B.

Of these, only Val and Susie actually compete in obedienddey both had to work
two classes, due to others' ilinesses. All the others are either agility or working trials
dogs and kindly gave up their time for the club. Everyone worked really well in a

stiflingly hot afternoon and we came a very creditablehs

Susie Thomson



Leading up to the above events, Liz Steele was working like one possessed to organise and order
new club clothing for all competitors. | was in charge of distribution when it arrived.

One evening at agility, my lesson finished and | had clothing for some people who had come in for
the next class. So we went out to the Land Rover for sorting and trying on, which took a bit of time as
not everything was the right size. Having finished, they went in to their class and | went to shut the
rear door of the Land Rover.

Cato was lying there like a good soubut she was definitely on her own......Dixie? | usually attach

her lead to the towbar if she's out, but obviously that wasn't the case. Fiona and Angie realised |
couldn't find her and started to look, closely followed by Caroline and Simon Coventry. Angie went
into the fields calling, 1 looked into the indoor school and called her, the next class was taking place
at the far end. | searched outbuildings and stables, calling, asking anyone | saw if they'd seen her.
The others scoured the immediate environs, up towards the road, anywhere a dog may have wan-
dered off to. We called and called, looked into the indoor school and called again. It was so unlike
Dixie- unless we're on a walk with loads of smells and stuff! Could she have seen a rabbit or
pheasant and set off in hot pursuit while | was dealing with the clothing?

Probably 1615 minutes had passed and | was getting really worried, particularly as she had her
agility collar on with no ID tag, so quick return would be impossible. Plus it was beginning to get fairly
dark.

Then, the door of the indoor school was opened by Micheland accompanying her was Dixie! The
second class had noticed her waiting for me to come back, and as time lengthened and | didn't,
eventually Michele came out to see if I'd somehow left without her. The good girl had done a long,
long stay, and no amount of anyone calling her name would make her move; she knew she had to
wait until | returned to her side

So the good news of the story is that she's learnt how to be a really good stay dog! Not sure why she
hasn't packed her spotted hanky and gone off to find a better owner, but luckily for me she hasn't
got round to that yet.

The downside is that | COMPLETELY let her down by absolutely forgetting where 1I'd left the poor
thing! Hugs all round at a happy ending, me driving home wondering just how | could have had such
a mental blank about something so dear to meand everyone else breathing a sigh of relief and

also wondering how | could be so stupid! Needless to say, from that moment on, everyone reminds
me to hold tight to my lead at the end of my agility class! Please keep on reminding me, I'm a slow
learner!

In the last issue we reported on our planned memorial to Dorothy Blair; a leaf on the copper Beech tree in
the reception of the new local RSPCA kennels.

Caroline James asked for an update on progress, and she received this reply from Sarah Frost, the head of
Fundraising and Communications.

0l am pleased to report that the building works have now been complete@lVe are currently recruit-
ing for staff to run the Centre and still need to kit it out before it will be ready to take animalg/e are hop-
ing to officially open the Centre at the end of September. We are hoping that the Beech Tree will be in place
for the Opening. It would be lovely show your members the Beech Tree and commemorate Dorothy Blair's
donation which has helped us make the Centre a reality.

May | keep you updated on progress sO0O wWe cah set
So watch this space everybodyé. ..

5
Liz Steele



Hello, my name isNinnieand | have been asked by the trainers of the Supgrg Class to write a

little piece about the Competition which they organised for us, but first let me tell you something
about myself. | am alLabradoodleaged about 7 and in November 2014 | came tblailsworthto

be with the Beale Family. The Labrador Rescue Society had arranged this, as | had been neglected
by my previous family and put up for adoption.

In February 2015 my new mum took me for the first time tine Good Dog Class, which | was not
happy about. | had been very much a loner, and to be confronted by some vepcal dogswas very
daunting, and | did not like going one bit. Gradually over the next few weeks | got used to being
with the other dogs and even passed the Good Citizen Test and was promoted to the Super Dog
Class.

So back to the CompetitionFriday 10" June arrived and at 6.30pm we got ready to go to dog train-
ing. Why are we going this early | thought and why are we dragging my second best bed up Butchers
Hill to the Town Hall?On entering the Town Hall | took a double tak&wo lines of chairs blocked

our way into the main Haland in the middle | could see a circlef colouredplastic blocks. What is
goingon? Susie then took centre stage and started to talk about the evening as it would pan out.
There was a lot of chatter amongst the mums and dads and | could sense this was not going to be
our usual classas some were actually drinking tea and eating biscuits. There wasew lady stand-

ing in the middle with a pad and pencil, what was she doing | wonderedit 6.45pm the class, or so

| thought, started. It would consist of 3 separate classes, with each of us taking it in turns to do

our exerciseson our own. This was going to ba bit strange as everybodyould bewatching.

~ | soonrealisedthat this was a competition between albf my
friends at Supenog, and the competitive streak soon kicked

in. The exercises were as we had been practising in Sugeg
Class; recalls, hewhymwmdwas go
brought!) leave it take it. When it was our turn, mum and |

really enjoyed parading around in front of my friends and
hopedthat we did not let ourselves down.

After the competition had finished, rosettes were handed out
and we all had our photo taken.

Winnie on her second best bed!

All'in all it was a lovely evening and | would like to thank
Susie, Pat Angieand Liz and the lady with the pad angdencil (that was Liz Davis, our judge for the
evening) fororganising the event and hope that we can have another Competition Evening again
soon.

Winnie
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! Photos courtesy of Tony Blackwell



